GROUP PROGRAMS

Spanish for every level.
Activities for every age.
A city for everyone.

San Sebastián

Why choose
San Sebastian?
For more than 20 years, we have been
lucky enough to host different student
groups of ALL ages, ALL year round
from ALL over the world. There have
been school groups, university groups
and adult groups all with one thing in
common: to immerse themselves in the
Spanish language and culture through
classes, activities and accommodation.
Lacunza IH San Sebastian is an
International House member and is
accredited by Instituto Cervantes.

Groups who have visited us before include:
• Christ Church Episcopal School, Greenville, SC, USA
• Lycée Pasteur, Paris, France
• American School of Milan, Italy
• Poly Prep Country Day School, Brooklyn, NY, USA
• Scotch College, Swanbourne, WA, Australia
• Singapur American School (SAS), Singapore
• St Ninians High School, Isle of Man, UK
• VHS, Hildesheim, Germany
• Western Connecticut State University, Danbury, USA
• White House EG, Helsinki, Finland
• Emory University, Atlanta, USA

Testimonial
Sylvie Geal-Wilkes
MFL Department
Saint Ninian’s
High School

Our school has taken groups of pupils to Lacunza IH yearly on 14
different occasions. We are grateful to them on so many accounts:
our pupils get to sample the Basque welcome at its best with
host families and “monitores” who are incredibly generous with
their time and patience; the Lacunza IH teaching team is very well
versed in the teaching of Spanish to English speakers; and the
excursions organized by the school offer a fantastic window on
Spanish culture. We have not come across the support, follow up
and concern that the whole team offer on any other school trip.

TOP 10
01. Perfect combination: City + Sea + Mountains.
02. Friendly: Medium sized city that’s really safe
to walk around day and night!
03. Location: Only 20kms from France and well
connected to Bilbao, Madrid, Barcelona, London and Paris.
04. Gastronomy: The highest number of Michelin stars
per square meter in the world and is equal to Paris
as it has 3 restaurants with 3 Michelin stars. But that’s
just the tip of the iceberg!
05. Culture: A “different” Spain with the addition of Basque
culture and language. 100% of the locals speak Spanish
so students have no problem chatting with them and 25%
speak both Spanish and Basque.
06. Events: Home to international film and jazz festivals
as well as local events and festivities.
07. Architecture: Urban design with interesting
architecture set amongst a beautiful landscape.
08. La Parte Vieja: A pedestrian area full of shops
and pintxo bars with a vibrant nightlife.
09. Weather: Mild temperatures year round with
a winter average of 8ºC and 22ºC in summer.
10. Sport: A perfect basecamp for exploring the mountainous
or coastal regions of Basque Country, the famous Camino
de Santiago, surfing, kayaking, football and much more!.

Group
Program
Organization
ALL GROUP PROGRAMS ARE TAILOR MADE.
We send promotional materials and
brochures about the school and the city
before arrival. We prepare a tailor made
program (in Spanish or English) with all the
useful and required information. We assist
the group during the trip and their stay
including an emergency phone number.

Spanish Classes
Classes are fun, interactive and adjusted to
the type of students in the group!
Our Director of Studies prepares a study
program adapted to the needs of the group.
Our teachers are native speakers and are
trained to teach Spanish to foreign students
using the IH methodology. All classes have
a maximum of 12 students.
Groups can be in private classes OR join our
existing classes of international students
when aged over 17 (or when aged over 14
in the summer months ONLY). 15 hours of
Spanish language classes over 5 days each
week (this can be tailored).
Groups can take our online Spanish level
test before arriving (optional).

Certificates & Credits
All students receive an official certificate
from Lacunza IH San Sebastian at the end
of their course stating the total class time
as well as the current Spanish level.
We are accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools
(Brookhaven College) so university students
can transfer credits to any American high
school.

We also collaborate with The University
of Southern Mississippi so students aged
between 15 and 17 can transfer credits for
their high school diploma at any American
high school. We can develop specific exam
preparation programs for the GCSE, AP,
DELE and Business Spanish exams.

Host Families
We carefully select our host families. They
are interviewed to ensure they meet our
standards and are inspected during visits
by Instituto Cervantes. We’ve been working
with most of our families for years.
Students are placed in shared double
rooms (individual rooms available at an
extra cost).
Host families offer half board (breakfast
& dinner) or full board (breakfast, packed
lunch & dinner).
Our host families take special care when
students have any dietary requests or allergies.

Apartments & Hotels
Other options include private or shared
apartments, pensions, small hotels
or a student residence. In shared
apartments students have their own room
with a desk and wardrobe. Communal
facilities (living room, kitchen, bathrooms,
washing machines etc.) are shared.
Bookings in small hotels or pensions incur
an additional fee.

Airport Transfers
We can organize a private transfer from
and to San Sebastian, Biarritz (France),
Bilbao or Santander.

Group
Activities
Afternoons are organized to visit the city’s landmarks and enjoy its
cultural, social and sports activities. All activities are adapted to the
group’s needs i.e. with/without monitor, full day or half day trips.
Transport and ticket costs are all included in the group program.
We are open to suggestions, let us know what you would like and we
will do our best to make it happen! If an activity cannot happen we will
substitute it for a different activity of the same quality.

Half day Excursions
• Hondarribia
• Getaria
• Pasajes
• Zarautz
• Zumaia

History
• San Telmo Museum
• Naval Museum
• Science Museum
• Balenciaga Museum
• Local exhibitions

Gastronomy
• Chocolate con churros
• Museo de chocolate
(Biarritz or Tolosa)
• Pintxo tour
• 1 Day Cooking Course
• Visit to Cider House
• Visit to Txakolindegi
(Basque white wine)

Academic
• Spanish movies
• Basque culture
• Basque language
• Creativity Workshops
• Colloquial Spanish expressions

City Highlights
• Aquarium
• Monte Urgull
• Monte Igueldo & Vintage
Amusement Park
• Picnic on Santa Clara Island

Full Day Excursions
• Bilbao + Guggenheim Museum
• Gernika + San Juan de Gaztelugatxe
• Cuevas de Sara + San Juan de Luz
• Pamplona + San Fermín
• Biarritz
• Vitoria (capital of Basque Country)

Social
• International Exchange
• City Tour & Welcome Drinks
• Local festivities
• Treasure Hunt

Sports
• Real Sociedad stadium & museum
• Beach Sports
• Football / Soccer
• Surf / Stand Up Paddle
• Kayak
• Salsa
• Cesta Punta & Pelota (Basque Handball)
• Hiking routes of the Camino de Santiago

Example

Group
Program

1

Spanish
& City
Highlights

Spanish classes:
The Intensive 20 Spanish course with 4 Spanish classes per
day (3 hours).
Classes focus on grammar, vocabulary and communication.

Accommodation:
Accommodation in host families with half or full board.
Alternative accommodation available on request.

Afternoon activities:
• Panoramic walk along La Concha Bay to Monte Igueldo. Take
the cable car to the summit to enjoy the fantastic city views
and the vintage amusement park.
• Visit the oldest museum in the Basque Country, Museum San
Telmo. Afterwards walk up Monte Urgull to see the ruins of
San Sebastian’s old fortress.
• Take a boat trip to Santa Clara Island and enjoy a picnic
lunch. Spend the afternoon walking around the island or
going for a swim.
• Visit the Science museum with over 160 interactive
experiments. Enjoy a tailored workshop about the museum
before visiting the Planetarium.
• Afternoon visit to Las Pasajes (10 kms from San Sebastian).
Located on a coastal bay and surrounded by mountains, the
village has a strong fishing and Basque tradition.

Weekend day excursion:
PAMPLONA
Take the bus to Pamplona, famous for the San Fermín festival
or Running of the Bulls (Encierro in Spanish) held annually in
July. Wander through the streets of the city center featuring
interesting military and civil architecture before heading to
the Old Town. Walk the route of the bulls and visit the Museo
del Encierro.

Example

Group
Program

2

Spanish &
Gastronomy

Spanish classes:
The Intensive 20 Spanish course with 4 Spanish classes per
day (3 hours).
Classes focus on grammar and communication as well
gastronomic vocabulary and expressions.

Accommodation:
Accommodation in host families with half or full board.
Alternative accommodation available on request.

Afternoon activities:
• Guided visit to a Txakoli winery to see how this semisparkling white wine, exclusive to Basque Country is made.
Enjoy a test taste and a pintxo degustation of typical regional
produce.
• An interactive workshop about the history and evolution of
Basque cuisine and gastronomy.
• Enjoy San Sebastian’s best pintxos (small snacks) and
regional wines with a gastronomic guided tour around the
Old Town.
• Afternoon cooking course to learn how to make 1 or 2 typical
Basque dishes.
• Visit the apple orchards of a Cider House to find out how
Basque cider is made before enjoying a traditional dinner and
the famous txotx!

Weekend day excursion:
LA RIOJA
Leaving early in the morning, we will take a private bus to
La Rioja which is Spain’s most important wine region. Visit 2
wineries to learn how the wine is made before enjoying a wine
degustation accompanied by regional produce. Enjoy lunch in
the medieval village of Laguardia.

Example

Group
Program

3

Spanish
& Culture

Spanish classes:
The Intensive 20 Spanish course with 4 Spanish classes per
day (3 hours).
Classes focus on grammar, vocabulary and communication as
well Basque culture and history.

Accommodation:
Accommodation in host families with half or full board.
Alternative accommodation available on request.

Afternoon activities:
• Visit the oldest museum in the Basque Country, Museum San
Telmo. Afterwards walk up Monte Urgull to see the ruins of
San Sebastián’s old fortress.
• Learn firsthand about the Basque culture, history and
language in an interactive workshop.
• Visit Hondarribia located on the Spanish / French border.
This typical fishermen’s village boasts ocean views, unusual
architecture and some of the best pintxos in Basque Country.
• Guided tour of an exposition featuring local and Basque
artists with a Spanish teacher.
• Enjoy San Sebastian’s best pintxos (small snacks) and
regional produce with a gastronomic guided tour around the
Old Town.

Weekend day excursion:
BILBAO
Take the bus to Bilbao for a guided tour of the world famous
Guggenheim museum. Take a stroll along the mighty river
before having a traditional Menu Del Día for lunch. Spend
the afternoon visiting the Casco Viejo (Old Town) of this
metropolitan city.

Example

Group
Program

4

Spanish
& Sports

Spanish classes:
The Intensive 20 Spanish course with 4 Spanish classes per
day (3 hours).
Classes focus on grammar and communication as well the
sports vocabulary and expressions.

Accommodation:
Accommodation in host families with half or full board.
Alternative accommodation available on request.

Afternoon activities:
• Cesta Punta or Pelota is a typical Basque sport. Similar to
handball or squash, learn how to play this fast paced game
sport which has the fastest ball in the world!
• Beach sports! Enjoy an afternoon of different sports such as
volleyball and football on Zurriola Beach.
• Visit the museum of the local football club Real Sociedad
before walking around the stadium.
• Easy 2 hour walk along part of the famous Camino de
Santiago to San Juan. The walk has amazing coastal and
mountain views.
• An afternoon of kayaking or Stand Up Paddle in the
picturesque La Concha Bay.

Weekend day excursion:
THE FLYSCH
Leaving in the morning, we will take the train to Deba and
walk along the Flysch trail to see spectactular views of these
sedimentary rock formations. Have lunch in Zumaia before
spending the afternoon swimming, shopping or walking
around the town.

Example

Group
Program

5

Spanish Out
& About

Spanish classes:
The Intensive 20 Spanish course with 4 Spanish classes per
day (3 hours).
The first 2 classes focus on communication and vocabulary
about the day’s topic (1.5 hours).
In the second 2 classes, the students go out and about in the city to
practice the vocabulary accompanied by the teacher (1.5 hours).
Example topics (A2 Level):
• Family & Customs in Basque Country
• In The City I: city orientation including directions, shop names
and city highlights
• In The City II: shopping in a traditional market and other
shops

Accommodation:
Accommodation in host families with half or full board.
Alternative accommodation available on request.

Afternoon activities (optional):
• Visit the oldest museum in the Basque Country, Museum San
Telmo. Afterwards walk up Monte Urgull to see the ruins of
San Sebastián’s old fortress.
• Learn to dance like a professional during our Salsa workshop!
• Afternoon visit to Las Pasajes (10 kms from San Sebastian).
Located on a coastal bay and surrounded by mountains, the
village has a strong fishing and Basque tradition.
• Beach sports! Enjoy an afternoon of different sports such
volleyball and football on Zurriola Beach.
• Enjoy San Sebastian’s best pintxos (small snacks) and regional
wines with a gastronomic guided tour around the Old Town.

Weekend day excursion:
GERNIKA
Made famous by Picasso’s painting depicting the bombing of
the city during the Spanish Civil War, Gernika is an interesting
and historically important city. Visit the city centre and the
Peace Museum of the Basque Country before seeing the
‘hermita’ in San Juan de Gaztelugatxe. Ring the bell 13 times
for good luck!

Additional
Group
Programs

Long term
Longer stays we can provide for a tailored program, including
classes, accommodation, activities as well as allocated free
time. There is no maximum time limit!

Junior summer course
Between June and August, groups with students aged between
14 and 17 can join our Junior Summer Course. This is ideal
for smaller groups (under 15 students) as the students get to
know and mix with other international students during classes
and activities. Most often this is the more economical option
as the program already includes full board, activities and an
activities monitor.

Information
required for bookings
If you have a group interested in coming to San Sebastian, please send us the following
information to grupos@lacunza.com. We realize that this information may only be approximate.
Please include:
• Number of students
• Number of teachers
• Arrival and departure dates and place
• Whether transfers are needed
• Type of accommodation (i.e. host family, shared apartment or hotel)
• Activities requested (i.e. afternoon trip on Tuesday and Thursday and a day trip on Saturday
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How to get to
San Sebastián
Plane:
SAN SEBASTIAN AIRPORT (EAS)
from Barcelona & Madrid.
BIARRITZ AIRPORT (BIA)
from Amsterdam, Brussels, Dublin,
Nice, London, Lyon, Paris & Stockholm.
BILBAO AIRPORT (BIO)
from Amsterdam, Brussels, Dublin,
Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, London, Milan,
Munich, Paris, Rome, Stockholm &
major Spanish cities.
TRAIN:
Direct trains from Barcelona, Madrid
& Paris to San Sebastian.
All take around 5hrs.
BOAT:
There is a boat line running from
Portsmouth to Bilbao (Santurtzi)
and back every 3 days.

